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$HETROFEN #3%
: B B Eaaa a reey .

This is the third i5sue of METRUFEN, the uncfficial crzen of I'etropoliton
Fandum, if smch exists stiil. (Dontt lzugh; as I type this, I don't lmow,) Like the
ather two, it is produced by one Leslie Gerber of 201 Iinden Boulevard, Brooldyn 26,
Newr Yorlz. Subscriptions go. for something lile 3 for 25¢, or 10¢ for single copiese
This is an obvicus cvtreze, but there?s nothing amyone can do ebout it, I3m too lazy
to melte the issues any larger; especially since I have two other fanzines to worry
about, Free copies may be obtcined for legible letters of corment or as tracde for
fanzines I receive end review,

Ctler than the edivor!s space-filling babllings, there is other material in
this fanzine. It is referred to as the CONTELTS

Léitorial ma'b'ber, price and other m'o, raﬁngsoroocvaocoooootoea-oa..o.ac-nl

"?Sy'i'l()l&gy of the Gafiate" by John Be:l:'t‘c'y., Nno lesS.oe o.oooaooooooo-oaoooooooz

"How They Cumpure" by Harry Warmer, Jrs, Lleading faintiqueoecessescecssescesoll

nI’:’itrOIﬁﬂl‘beS" by Lal‘]fy I\Tie, pronﬁ.nen‘b f’il’-efwﬂ.lslniGUG‘O‘IOIUGOIOQHI!..C“ 35

Moorcliags” by Leslie Steven Gerter 1, CRY CF THE HAMILESS readerecesceceses’

"Ib%tl"Ot’hll," memilessw butdl?red Tr- |sone inept: C:I.Od. 0e0BaBEPESIOCOGIOESROERD nu

Meskys Mutterings" ty Ed Meskys, swiierce-fiction readeroeoevacst000260000000

Last issue, I forgot to include bthe vcasons why each reader was being cursed
wvith Iis copy. I-couvld pub it-on the back cover, but I understand that the p, o,
frouns on aty weitten matter in stuff which goes wnder the printed watter rate,

except for the address, I will therefore stick it here where, vhen the maz is folded,

Zurmerficld’s snovpy minions won't be able to see the ched: marks, (But Ghod help
me if they open it up and read this..e)

Aryrrey, YOU GOT THIS BEGAUSE:

)} Yontre a menber of letrofem; or were, if there still is such 2 tiing,

; You paid good cash money for it,

) Your fanzine is revieued herein,

) You supplied or wrote a contribution for this issue, for wvhich thanks again,

) T would like for you to reviemr this, please.

) I think you covld help supply some good reprints.

) You might be interested in joining owr group, wiatever the hell it®s called,
Try calling me (ot I2w3532) or Larry Twvie (SU 7-0715) for information,

) Welre interested in vhat your club is doing, and thougitt you might be interested
in vhat welre doing. .

) Dontt ask me why; I dontt mor myself,

) This is a sample copy; sub rates above, _

) You are zoing to receive the next issue no matter what you do. Youtre stuck,

) You will not receive the next issie unless I get sone response out of you,

The future of this, as you can probably tell by how, is ratlier uncertain, I
have (or anyirzy. was ziven) enough money to publish tio more issues after this s bub
after that I cumno. I hope this group vhich ietrofen has becore will supply funds
for eontimation of the magazine, If ¥¥E/YAK//JéF4# they dontt feel like paying for
it, Ifll either pay ryself or incorporate MEIROFEN in UMGLICK and mele it not just
a comblned title but combined magazines; that is, the comWination will come out hie
monthly or cuarterly and will c¢ontain origing). and reprint material., Actually, the
problem isnit so great; after this surmer, I won't be in Newr York (I hope; Itm
trying to get into zn ocut-of-towm college,) Bubt welll see about that later, and
woryy vhen the time comes (or goes—ulki) -

To fill vwp the rest of this space, I3¢ like to make a plug.for TAFF, lot the
current TAFF, thich will be over by the time you read this and thich already has
envugh money, Jav for the next TAFF campaign, which has been advanced a year and
will, we hope, bring z Eurpoean fan to tire Pittcon, '

From Jarmary 3 (the firsb Sundey in 1960) to the Pitteon, there are 33 weels,
lett¥s say thet the TAFF collection rmgt end tlhree weeks before, This lezves 30 more
Veelss, liow let®s sgy that 200 fans contribute to TAFF, If each saves 254 & week for
TA¥Z, the coutributions i1l total $1500, of enmugh to pay for tiree TiFF Aclegates
and leave quite a bit left over, I trust you'll tale the himt, Start saving now,
laan, can you imagine that happening? Even a dige a week would be enough for two,
Ctmon, fen, it¥s a ¢img a week for TAFF} .~ .
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THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE GAFIATZ
By Jdohn Berry :
Reprinted by permission of the author

The mwrst thing tha'b can happen to-a faaan is to revert to "gafia,” (An
abbreviatlion meaning "get awey from it alill.e.TIfve given this primary nenfanmi sh
explanation just in.cass a necfan haq;ens to read this,) This chroni.c maiady is
liabie to happen at anr- Hue, notwithstanding -a theory that onets shzy In fandom
averages around three years. Such stalwarts as Bob Tuclker; with more than 25
yearst ac' Tanaity bellnd him, are an ahsotute rarity. 1? ovn theory is that if,
.say, you take a svecimen grcup of necfen hlundering into fandom today, one will
protably iast five years or more, twoy will perchmce reach the three year standard,
anc the “paa:l.n"‘,r will gafiate if and when the wrge strikes them, most prebahly

- within a year, This has been proved many bimes, and to give an instance, vhilst

scaniing a 1953 Auewican s-f prozine the other day, I read the fanzine reviews,
aud I didn®t recogmizs one name nor had I heaxd of &y of the fanzines,oo.and I
. entered fandem in 195k,
However, the purpsose of this treatise is not to discuss the vhys and vhere-
fores of gafia, but *o give my"bhen*n.es as to how parti cular cases of this state
csa be remeoled. I have carried cui guibe a mumber oi experiments, some on myseif
(in same cises, wibheut an ansstheta, c) and I feel that I have made a little prog»
‘ress.in this direction,
’ Ly case histories are many and varied, and, I am pleased to say, my assise
tance has been sught on many occasions, Just the other week, I rectd a very
sorrowtul letter fram 2 faned in the Antipodese His worry was not uausual in my
experience, and it zives me much pleasure to give a brief resume of the case, and
to publisih for al1 to see my clear and lucid directions to him, '
¥ His lebter begans
Dear M, Berry,

A rember of the local s~f club has gone gafia, His nome is
Randolph Spiuggett, He was a most prorising neofan, and purclesed a
consicerable mmiber of my proz:.nes dthout too much coerciou. He atiended
«4,ab meetings rezularly, and again, without overwexcessive yprwudding, he
paid lis share towards the cost of pubhing tar club fanzine CROCHEIT,
Reoently s he gave me a contribution for our fanzine, It was a sercon
piece, about the effects of cosmic radiation on three~inch~thidc
“liblwdn, I pointed out to him that dlitlhiough it was undoubtedly a
wonierful worlc, it didn't quite suit the magazinel!s editorial poliqy,
< have a suspicion he didn!t like this, because he hasnlt been back
to 2 club meeting since, and,..

. Friends, this letter hurt me deeply. The tender innocent mind of a neofan is
somet‘tlng fine and wonderful, and should he nurtmred with fondness and devotione
I felt for his sensiti+m famish spirit, I immediately gave the situation the full
assistance of ny.mental capalbilities, and solved the problen for our impe%-wonus
iancd, Below is printed ny letter to him, showing hin the ch to retrieve this
unfortunate lost soul in the rost expedient ways

Dear Worried Faned,

I have given yowr little trouble much consideration, and es=
pecially for you, hove cvolved the folleing three techriques, Of course,
you have a rore personal conbact 1dth Randalph Splnugeett .and you will be
in a better position to Imow which ploy to bring into action. You may
recuire to cerry ovt a1l three in the order piven, tmt I will suarartee
complete satisfaction, Follow the instructions carefully, am’ I promise
a more social atmosphere in your s~f club... N
THD BERRY GAMBIT NUMSER ONE

THE INTELLECTUAL PLOY
A neofan vhg has gafiated as a o rect res‘alt of your i‘aa.lure Yo

publich a sercon item of his og the growids tlat no one 11l be ine

terested, poses a difficult situaticn, He has an 1n1ériom.'by complex.
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PSYCHOT.OGY OF THE GAFIATE (nnntc,)
He thirks he is an outeast; No one likes a rejuctione Spluggebt may be
beyond ‘redenption, and has possibly diverted his attention to ormithology.

Your first move is t1 call and see Spluggett at his home, Profilers
him a2 glft, such as a surplyg MEBULAe Tell him you normally sell it for
two shillirgs, Wb he can have it for free, Then cough, pat him on the
shoulder, and vhiser confidentially, "Jould you lize to be club Seicon
Experc?" Ii211 protably loolk coy and say, "Weeeell, I!d love to, bub I
had arranged to sece a lasser spotted tit-warbler tonight." You sneer,
Yo teke a step badorards and turn to goe "And to think I sent your
livlumin asticle to Toomera," you say betw:en clenched teails Hetll
rush afier you, breathring herd. "Oh, well, T didntt lmow, In that casegee®
Give him a noble look and shake him fimmly by the hand, "You!ll come
tadc o tha dlub again?" yov ask, He’ll rod excitedly. Tell lxim he nwes
you tro shillings for club funcds, aud retire before he discovers you
sold him the same NEBULL last month,

# 3 * 3 3 3% 3+ 3 3% * * 3*

If, by some unforseen wischance, Gambit One doesntt worl, donit
gire ine But dontt be corplaczent, Youlve got to get rid of your sur-
plus prozines, remember, Move now to:

IE 3ERY GAIBIT NIMBER THO
THE BEGOECC PLOY

Go to his house again and zive him two prozines, Sy to him, "Look,
about your liblumin article,,.it?s...1t?s"(roll your eres and gently
glik dovm on to the left knee, timorcusly clutching the lapels of his
Jaskat, ) "iols superb, honsstly...the only reason I darenit publish it -
in GROCHEIT is becamse I dontt want to get sued by Lancelot Heghben, lang
that calculus, . Mimmm mmrms®

Then, as he basks in this newly discovered egoboo, press home your

. acventage, "By the wzy, welre putting out another issue of the club
fenzine next week, bubt we haven’t quite got =nough mongy to pay for a
rean of our speaisl puce duplicatingl paper for the coverse®

Click your fingers meaningly, and give him a knowing wink,

#* 3¢ 3 * * * ¥* * 3+ 3* 3+
Your shrewd comparison between his work and Hogben's should have
- succeeceds If not, the neo has developed advanced gafiz, which is really
a fricitful complaint, The cnly ansirer is rys

THE BERRY GAIBIT NUMDER THREE (never befcre used)
I v v v e ol v

Call at iis house again (i: necessary, go the bac: way this time.)
Toke your trilby off, hold it sheepishly in front of you ard knock ab
t'e doore When he opens it, give & slight bow, and say with reverence,
.Mhat message shall I give to Bloch®

Pe will surely stagger back, and wipe his brow,

"Oh, er, tell Bloch,..?"

Be vague, "Tou !mow, That permission he wants you to give him for
a plot correctiontt ;

Get ready in case he faints.

"¥ouw mean Bloch warts I_T;e.-bo-o-mo-ou 2

Vall aray wp the path, s.aking your head and saying, "I told Mia
you prolobly wouldnt agreecee! -

fiet]l land on your. shoulders,

"I agreel I agree}" hetll scream, "bub vwhat do I have to azree
about 2" .

A‘l‘t this stage, flash your suxplus prozines,

Mlell, he vants to rewrite one of his sef staries, and have the space
" ship budlt of liblwdn, but I told him you wouldntte ..t

Watch the way he prances round the gerden like 2 fawm, (to page 5)

L dwplicator is Eritish for a mimsograph.—ed,

*
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O T T Ty ey cotpaie dhale
g - By Harry Jauisy, Jra. :
Reprinted by permission of the author and the puhlZzh
¢, Dobert Silverberg, from SFACESHIP #12, Aprii iy5l.

The arrival of 1P5L means that Ive been interasted in fandom for 13 Fyea:'s.
That’e an wiudy rumber, biceuse it has caused me To wrlie a Wit on how the fans
02 1751 nompese with those of 1938, whea I first stumbiled dnbo the ficlde

Itm nob geing to zive & lengthy soug and daace on the goed o‘ld _da.rys, or be-
w2il ¥hr dis® .zration of youth us exswlifisq in fandom, Ss’;"«.'e?ra]‘. .tILiIES in the
Ficld today seam to me quite superior % the mtuation presailing Jast ?ei’or‘e
Woid Uz Twoy Wor is there auy encrmous diffiience bebtwesn fandum of L2 years
zze and iandeom *oday., Joe Fann from eithsr erc who suddenly fouad h:.msr—xf £ able
LOIIDTE L2 years in tine wdld s5i1l bs mmt'ortable an his new SIrPOUNLAZSe

But there ere diferenies, mme of Than caused Ly charges in the cuver war.}d,
maybe a few res;ulting from changes in the attitude of fen themselves, iere are uhe
most obvinngs . )

$he lone seager type of fan no lomver seems &3 prominent as he was ]oack in
548, Tirls may ba dwe: pertly to tie inorsase in th2 rumbsar of f.e'L.LOT‘IS ‘who are
beresed in writing abovt s-f, pukidshiug fanzines, and atteming crifanac
sessions, If there weve 250 of these crolSers in 1938 anc.i S0C ef.’(.hem 'hoday_3 .1t
2incally would be moce likelr forr twe.wo exdst in any glven.medz.um-elarge citye
st may account for +h: absence of spectacular one-man farnzines these days, and
az comparebive. rarity with thich a fan b:comes famous before he has has everf' nah
3w fang Busis in 1738, sure of “the hest fanzines were the product of a single
o son's bime and efforts, Wish the exanpla of Walter I, liarconette's SGJENMr-'
SRVT or Olon Tiggin®s SCITHCE FICTIGN AN befdre me, I dontt 'bhipk my loae-welf
deremmination to put oub a 2h-page magaiine every six weeks was anything rem?r:l.:a
abie. liovadays, it seems bhat every city large enough to spawn a fanzine coniains
at Jeast two fens to pav it oby tne excesrtions to ihis rule are mog‘bly covered
by siications in vhich *wo fans work in close harmony on a publication via corres-
pondanes, : : : i | . )

The switch in emphaeis firom science fiction in magazines to science fiction
in buoks is obviouse. Back in 1938, there were no semi-pro publisiing houses, _
Arkran House was a couple cof years in the futur2, the anthologlsts hadnit gotten

bucy, and an author vbo sold_a nevel to a pro.nsver. dreemed that it pgight someday
end % tetreen hard roverss I supposge that itls really more a case of Feader

interest extendiing to books, rather than moviiyg away frem magazines, But the
‘passing of years has also produced a sigmifi-ait change resarding magazines; the
corizctor today doesnit try to amass a complete -set-of the prozines, as a rule,
the vay he did more than a denade ago. It's easy to see why-—the mumber of prozines
preodiced has more than doublezd in thie last ten years, and the difficulty of getting
the 01d czes has inercased a hundredfold.”

ine cne sore spes for me in these changes of tie last 13 years has been the
growih of the commercial aittitude among may fans, It!s risky to generaiize e
barause there are exseptions now &id .tbhen, But as a rule, bacl: in 1936 th= fan
Wiy 50ld a prozine or a famsasy book did so only after great prodding, aad had a
sneaking sense of zuils to be capitalizing on his hobiby s Tocay many of cur most
brominent fens are cperly cut to gov as much as they can out of dealing, agemting,
wridng, or publishing in the fantasy. field. Tt was inevitabile s I suopose, but it
has led to a nuiber of excezses, New s<C books from ths sen:l-pro publishers cost
more then they should, when ailowance 'is made for the fact that N3y all are
reprints and that the nhysical properties of these volumes seldan conpare with the
average good book, The price of second=-hand magazines and books has scared to ri-
dienlous 2edci.;, mostly besause of the ig.iora.nceqcf buyers vho pay big sums for
bagit issues that are suill available fram the publishers, or dirty copies of bnoks
which are still in priat at the original vublisher®s price,

I think that the menners of ‘fans have impreved consicderably over the span
that Im dalliing about, Ideas of hospitality seem to have reached a safer stage,

IThe author wes one of these fabulous lone wolves: Mthe hermit of
Hegerstomm,! . nom AT i

R Hebd
S 1‘
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So, my friencs, that is cne ¢f the many cases I have personally talen a hand
in, I feel it is the lezst I can do, I am kept so busy with these problems, and I
censicder it egobag enough thas T am considered by many fen tu have such a profornd
arpotaniing of the wyfariish memnality, as one of my critilcs pointed out just
tie vther dsy, In fact, even as I type this; the afternoon mail has brou;ht another
1iibie jroble,s Let me sees Ah yes...it!s from R. Spluggett, of llew Zealand. He
says the club fancd has gone gafia, He says, "Secretly, lr., Berry, I think itls
becanse he is jealous about the success of a2 sercon article of mine about the
ef't2+is of comric radiation on three=inchsthick 1ib,.."

o i R S R R R SR SR ER RO R SRR AR S HE AR RERREHEREEER RSN
i HOT THEY COMPARE (contd,)
M te I'm just out of touch with things, and don!t hear the wrst these days, But
I set the impression that nowadays, a fan usually informs another fan when hefs
yming for a visit, I recall ruefully the evening badk in 1939 when a carload of
six fans from Texas, @'y one of whom I!d ever had any dealings with, zrrived
weralded at Bryan Place and amnounced that they were spending the night, We
iouid beds for them all, but it was a struggle for a while, (One of the six insise
ted on sleeping on the floor, as it turned out, He claimecd that he had never slept
in a bed most c¢f his life and saw no reason to start now.)

Fans are also lazier these days, They arentt willing to battle the hectograph,
new that spirit duplicators are available, I dontt blame them, e s I haventt
woiuched a pan of hecto jelly for the last ten years. It shows that Ilm still young
encigh to change with the changing times,

e R TS
Metrolimutes
By Larry Ivie
] Reprinted without permission from the latest meeting notice
12:30~arrival of president and secretary.

1:00—arrival of additional member, who paused only long enough to perceive
the presence of rr, president and nr, secretary surrounded Ly the presence of L8
vacant chairs before hursting into extrenely unparliamentary laughter,

2:00~-arrival of several more members, who joined the previous three in ar-
riving at the obvious conclusion that metrofen, as was, had HAD it, Conversation
ensued over the relative merits of metrofent!s purpose as opposed to those of other
similar orgenizations, interspersed with laments as to the lack of actual achieve=
ments thereof, 3

2¢15~—0ne or two members left; one or two additionsl members arrived, leaving
a total of siz,

2:30=—a plen for reorganization was laid forth, which fell into immediate effect
without recourse to debate, parliamentary procedure, or the sloghtest everlovint
blue-eyed hint of corment, TEE MEETIIG, by constitution, an election meeting, was
brovght officially to order; the president and all officers ran FROM office, and

he CONSTITUTION took cormand=-being read point by point, and acted upon accordingly
~resulting in a meeting which w1l undoubtedly remain as a fannish classic, and
probaily one of the niost successful in metrofen histary,

THE FOLLOWILG parody of fan meetings-reflected most vividly the shortcomings
of not only previous metrofen meetings, but all constitutions and fan~gatherings in
general, The meeting, fron this point on, moved rapidly and light-neartedly along,
accorplisning all necessary details of business with utmost facility, dispateh, and
sense of Inmor to the whole furshlugriner situation.

AD IEIROFEN faded merrily from view, The party of six, after a lrief meal,
meandered by a roundabout ray, and with little haste (bhey got lost) towards a
girilar fan gathering, not far away., The two members who actually entered sat in
almost gleeful Incredulity as the conversation (= little more boisterous, due to
the presence of jolm clocsen, ot whose pad the meeting was held) duplicsted almost
verbatem the generzl content and viewpoints of the earlier portion of (to next page)
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MetroMinutes (contd,) - -

the metrofen meetirg, without the resolution s and content of the latter portion.
(In fact, it was nost auazing to witness tie amount of time conmmed in attempting
to avoid *time~wasting~formality,?) As TIIS meeting adjoured into the streets in
search of food and DRIIX, the metrofen delegation slipped quietly away into the
night in rmubrdl 2zreement over first place lionors of the day golig to the memory of
metrofen, whose last moment had been a most envizble nova,

({This all leaves me in a rather uncertain position, I!m going to publish this
issue) ail risht, and at least one more; I still have money given to me by the
Metrofeu, After that, I dumno., Like, watch this space, maan, Who knous,))
s &wx&mwwmw;mﬁx%ﬁ?aw&ﬂmﬁw

N \utt;erings

A% the Puturian meeting, follewing their line of attempting anarciiyy, no one
thing was ¢lscissed for more than three minutes, Some of the torics so considered
weres humsichevés war with Disneyliand, the ease of stealing bool:s from Barnes &
Nobie (cne person bragged that most of his quite large library was "dcnahed" oy
various bockdeaiers; and it includes such things as Van Nostrand?!s Scientific
Er ; clopadia, the Handbook ¢f Chemis*ry and Physics, and the Bible. ide oifered to
procics pocks for Grne-~third the cover price, anc was deven taldng pre-publication
orders on scnie books at a further reduced rate.t He had bteen dowvn to the previous
monthis Metrofen meeting and said essentially the same thing, Of course, he was
not imdted back.), cracks atout the Dietzes, cryptoanalyzing the cuneiform wri-
tings on the end-papers of Tulkein’s btooks, etc., etc., etc.

Bvery so often, the officers succeeded in interrupting the shouting to con=
duct some 25 saconds! business, The business at hand was finally accomplished over
a murber ¢f such intermissions, This business included ti.e decision on whether to
stay in existence or not: Ted White succeeded in convincing them that they should,
Ubecause there must be a club to fight the Fairconi® He wes quite erphatic about
it, A resulation was then rassed to the effect that should eithdz be hcid, uone of
the menbers wowld support either the Fair or the Faircon, (Thank ghodl Thatls one
con that won't be ruined,) Officers were elected, including three quorums to take
the place of Bill Donaho.

Abovt this time, Dave MacDonald arrived with a can of what he claimed was
"tainted cranberry sauce." Each member then perfarmed the ritual of eating one
spoonful; one was heard to remark, "I don!'t like cranberries, but anything to break
the 1aur.® Another remarlred, &Now they?ll be able to call us !those comrmnist
boherrian cope~taliing drunlten cranberry-crazed fiendsi!® The ritual over, they
placed the halfw~empty can in the refrigerator, and left looking for a restaurant
to infest,

The Deceniber ESFA meeting was again a success as far as attendance is eoncermed.
During Osheroff's reizn, each meeting had been a small convention with some five
speakers, scnetlnes as meny as ten, aluost ¢X1 of them good. However, attendance
had run about fifteen, excgept at the annual March open meeting when it was around
thirty. Came the October election meeting, and we found omrselves lodced out—the
hall decided to close bn Sundsys and didhi'b notify us, Retreating to Osheroffls
aparumeat, after everyone in sight was nominated and refused, officers were finally
elected, We cecicec to meet there again the next momth, and to choose a new site
then,

The next meeting, with no program, drew twenty people, After lively chatter,
the meeting was called to order, A new hall was chosen, and plans for future meetings
were cdiscussed,

The place chosen was Acadery Hall at 103 Jackson Street, It is about a 15
minute wallk from Penn Stztion, in the opposite direction from Slovak Sokol Hall,
an¢ is befween Jackson and Market Streets, closer to the former, (Itfs about 12
blocks from Market,) The hsll was very large, but it locked a 1ittle poorer than
Se Sa (continued on page 12)
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Metrollags
Being a columm of magazine reviews, all fanzines this time, being
vritten on steneil (TGFC)¥ by the editor of this mangy rag. For
lack of a better system, zines reviewed are in alphabetical order,
Ratings are 1 to 10, 10 being best,

EXCONN #5, Bob Lanbeck, 868 Helston Road, Birmingham, Michigan, 16 pages,
mimeographed, no schedule listed ut montily to wi-monthly, 10?‘,, 10/%1.

Cover is an undistinguished tyt inoffensive werewolf drawing by.chuck
Owston. The contents page is very pleasant, featuring two or three lines of chatter
about each item, Bart Milroadts colunn is probably designed to draw lots of comments;
it might, at that, Itls a complaint about our legal system, whis:h Itm not too mych
in favor of myself, but Milroadls examples are bad and one of his suggestions (?ha:t.
beil is unnecessary since a man is presumed innocent until proven quilty) is quite
Ludicrous, (For those interested in the subject, I strongly recommend Curtis Bok®!s
"star Wormiond", Alfred Ao Knopf, 1959.) The best ifem in the“issue is Art Rapp!s
short article "Y1All Cone,® about fan clubs. The poetry, by ldle Barnes, P'zggs_r Co&
a1d Don Anderson, is mediocre, although Peggyts limerick is cute. Don!s poem is nob
as good. Joun Rotli's short story is bad. The letter colwm is interesting, especially
tfor some utterly fuzgheaded corments on my satire in the previous issue by Glf Carr,
Sne seems to be the only wne ‘gho tock it as a serious artidle, altiough I don!t see
how that was possitle.

This is an interesting isspe, well reproduced, but a few poor items and lack
of anything really outstending keep it from rating better than 3,

FAINIET #9, 10, 11 (one combined issue,) Joanny Bowles, 802 S, 33rd Street,
Louisville 11, Kentucky, 6 pages, mimeographed, monthly, !; for 25¢ (this issue
counts as two,,) ‘

This is a newszine, falling somevhere between FANAC and SCIENCE-FICTION TIIMES,
It contains, this time around, movie news, out of date and pretty poor semi~humorous
reviews, (by the way, fellows, I'm not 1l any more; ISm 16) munerous riore-or=less
accurate news items about relatively umimportant pro news, and Stenafaxed illos by
Gilbert and somebody. There are also Stenafamed steals from MD and some nevwspaper
ad; if MD ever gets a copy of this, Bewles might be in trouble, \/hile this seems
to have some small use, much of it is rather fuggheaded, especially the ads in the
back suggesting that you buy back issues of ALTISSDID CATLIOUNT at 25¢ a shot and
that you sell them for a cammission to your friends and neighbors, The full-page
cover illo is rather poor. And I might be over-sensitive, but a sentence like, "If
someone asked me to picl: out the article in CRY that vas produced by a lh=year-old
child, I'd pick out Les Gerberts FKigh Csﬁ eria." gets my goat, especially since the
uriters of this aren!t mch older. I donlt 1ive this fanzine mich, and I cantt rate
it any better than 2, Anyway, the mimeo job is good.

HOCUS #11, lile Decldnger, 85 Luocust Avemue, Millburn, New Jersey, 28 pages,
mimeograpied, irregular, 10¢ or 3/25¢, - i

This one, at long last, seems to be ilmproving., The cover, by prosser, is very
good, mc I only wish the mimeo had been better, .(imeo throushout HOCUS is not very
good,) Other art, besices Prosserts, is pretty poor and badly stencilled, Not a1l
the material is good, either, and Bill Durkom!s "4 Reply to !re Harlin and Mr, Durham"
sounds as though the writer is ceriously in need of psychiatric treatment, But therets
also a pretty good siwort plece by Robert Bloch, the first part of a pretty good De=
tention report by Bob Lagbecls, 2n interesting article on Australian fandom by Graham
Be Stone, anc a gooc humor piece by Alan Dodd, Vie Ryant's boox reviews aren!t very
perceptive, but his other writing has been getting better anc better, and these nfighb
do the sare, '/ith items by Sneary and Rapp scheduled for the next issue, this shows
promise of developing into a really good fanzine, leamhile, Deckinger should keep
aslzing good writers for material, get better art (excent for Prosser, who is very
goPd) ?nd sorieone to stencil it, and concentrate on imbmving his reprocuction )
which 1s spotty. Rating is L and likdly to improve. ’

*hanl: Ghiod For Corflu
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o MetroMags (contd,)

HYPFSN #23, alt 7411is, 27 Blonlee Drive, Belfast b, Northern Ireland, 24
pages, mlieographed, irrezular, no price listed but I remember 15¢.

This is a perennial best in fandom, of course. This issue, The Bob Shaw
Fegtival, celebrates Shawts return to Belfast, and 1l pages are by him. Shaw is,
of course, a very funny writer, and his two items sparkle, The only other piece of
mateidal, Ving Clarkels column, is equally fine stuff, Ving makes a fine plea for
the saving of all ¢ld fanzines; “f you don!t want them, send them to Inchmery,

235 Queens Road, lew Crcss, London SE 1l, England. This is a woarthy preject, Wiltts
editorial should be classified as a plece cf maverial, and METROFEN readers and
a1 «f fancon dmow how welil Jalt writes, Lettercol is as good as usual, and so are
the' cartcons. But somshowy lack of vardiebly seems to hurt the issue a 1ittle, and I
thought that Walt®s enclosure preclaiming that Terxry Car» is the only choize for
TAFY of "fanzins faxom® and that you glfhd must vote for Terry or czz'}ange yonr
vcte vo him was in rather questionsble taste, This issuve I rate only 8, But get it,

« DoARGASSY #L9 & 50, Lynn Hickman, 304 Norti 11th, liount Vernon, Illincis,
22 % )l pages, ‘mitiiithed, monthly, 104, 12/%L,

This suffers a little by being quite late; Lynn says he!ll have to start coming
out weckly for awhile to get back on schedule, In fach, ih9 is dated September 13,
Tre Gated materisl, mainly my news colurm, suffers from being late. But the other
stuff is geod, The letters are interesting, Lymnn’s chatter and reviews are all
interesting, and the artwork is good to superb. Reproduction, as us:al, is the best
enyvhere; and vhile the green illo experiment didn’t come out very well, the red
11l0s are beautiful. Walt Colels twc-page photosheet of the Detention is definitely
worvn having, although not all the photos are very goods Still, the shots of Berry
and a fer cilers are fine, J DA is definitely recommended reading, and I might
rate tidis even higher than 6 if it weren’®t sligitly out of date,

THE SICK ELEPTANT Vol, 2 Noe 5, George Wells, Box 486, Riverhead, New York,
8 pages, dittoed, irregular, 10¢ or conment,

I wish I could recamend this, but I cantts I know and like George, and I Ymnow
he has the atility to produce better stuff than tiis, but he just doesn!t care, The
best thiny in SE is an intelligent letterewthatis how bad it gets sonetimes., Short
fiction by Billy Joe Plott is poor, Some puzzle verse by Ethop Looney might turn
out to be decent, but I¥1l have to see the answers., (They!re famish puzzles,) A
colurm by John Buttervorth has nothing, in article by Martin Overland on the quantum
theory (called, zppropriztely, "The Quantum Theoxy™) doesn!t belong in & fanzine,
Not that science it oub of place in fanzines, but this is just dry encyclopedia
stuff, In a letter, liartin says, "if Ua'kbenn reading my pieces, he may in time
(about ten years) became a good writer." He means me. I durmo, Marting wight be,
but Itm not iinira ded in writing for scientific encyclopedizs. like Degdkinger?s
movie review is only fair, and Ceorgefs editorial comtains only occasional spots &
huwore, Art is terrible, I wish George would talre an interest in pullishing a good
fanzine; he covld co it. But tils rates 2, with charity,

ORION #23, Ella A, Parker, 151, Camterbury Road, West Kilburn, Lendon ¥ 6,
England, L6 pages, mimeographed, monthly. (), no price listed byt I think 15%, Try
sending 25¢ for two, or a dollar for 2 sub, :

Trouble.with this issue is that Tlla is battling a new mimeograph, and the tops
of mary pages are illegible, Materiszl is good, though; good to excAllent, I mean,
Best are ATom!s Fan Bems, George Lod:els YA Goon Tale" and H, X, Bulmerfis YTAFF
Tales," but the other stuff is also good. By next issue, repro shovld be back to
par and ORION -7ill be even more worth getting, Despite the repro, call this a 6,

PSL-PHI #l, Bob Lichtmen, 6137 S, Croft Avenue and Arv Undermen, 530! Sherbourne
Drive, both Los Angeles 56, California, dittoed, irregular, 15¢, L/50#,

There ceens to be an editorial scuablile:going on between the editors for. egotoo
and credit, I dontt 1ike this in a fanzine; it hurts my enjoyment of it to think
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: Metrollags (contd,
that the editors are unhappy about something lile that. The material this time
isntt as outstancing as it was last issue, out therels notling poor except Ted
Pauls® dull article on what mazes humor. Included are a ghod Wesiercon report by
Otto Pfeifer and Wallv "eler, a tldrd artidle on Ted Johnstone!s project of making
a siper=spectacular movie out of "The Lord of the Rings," a good take-~ouf on welle
known fanzine revievers?! styles, by Len loffatt, fair ook reviews by Rog Eghert,
- an aimsing artidle on fandom beating the armed forces to the moen by lewls Baker,
a cute but und. stinguished parody by Leslie Nirenberg, a good faan poem by Art H,
Rapp (dses he write any other kind?), anmd a good letter colum, Ths next issue will
be a menster (Lichtman scys in a letter that it?ll be 70 to 80 pages,) so itill
definitz'y be worth getting, So is this issue, but it!s not as good as #3 and it
gobs a 5, &rt is good.

QUTIOTIC #3, Don Durward, 6033 Garth Avemue, Los Angeles 56, California,
ho pages, dittoed, irrvegular, 30¢, L/¥l.

Den tyves as tadly as I do, but since he works with ditto he doesntt have the
beneiit of corflu and he doesnit correct nearly enough of his ndstakes, You step
taling typos for cranted when there are so many of them, and I tirink Din should
gwitch tn mimeo or gt someone else to type his masters. Don's editorial is interes=-
ting. A short, serious article by Robert Bloch (vondering about Edson McCana, who
he is and why his novel won the GALAXY Novel contest) is interesting also, but not
mach mo.e, Rog Egbertls short fiction is fumny. ilarry Warnerds article is only fair,
Yy short story isseewell,.sfair (?). ldriam Carris article strikes ne as being in
questionabre taste and I dicn't enjoy it. Jim Caughran!s article is good, interestipg
{sce how soort of good words I am?) and worth reading. Ted Pauls! piece is the only

- decert thing. Iive seen him write; it!s quite funny. Bob Lichtmants fanzine reviews
are betosr than these, anyway, The lettercol is interesting enough, but it?s not
very stirilating, The repro is uneven, but there are some pretty poor pages. Art
varies, but most c¢f it is at least acceptéhle, This is very highly over=priced at
30¢, uvniess Don antends to male future issues quite 2 bit bigger. (The 30¢ price
starts next issue; none is listed far this.) Isd feel fummy rating this ecually
with PSI-PHI, but Itd fecl fumnier rating it lower than 5, Call it L.9.

SHANGRI-LUAFFAIRES #46, 930% White Knoll Drive, Los Angeles 12, California,
52 pages, mimeogrcphed, six-reelly or more frequent, 20¢, 5/01,

SHACGY has, within the last fewr months, become one of the really top fanzines,
and this is a particularly good issue, As the official orzan of the IASFS, whose
members have mony interests, it carries a variety of material to zppeal to every
taste, althoagh notiing is so sercon or fannish that anyone candt enjoy it, The
occasionally-criticized haphazard nature of this fenzine seems to me one of the most
appedline things ebout ite The art, much of it by Bjo, is outstanding, and the two-
color esver is very impressive, This jssue combains an open letter by John W, Camp~
beil, Jr, defem’ing his policies, a fanzine review column by John Trimble, a selec-
ticn from tle dub!s minutes by Ted Johnstone thich is quite funry, a poem by Bjo,
an article on Robert E, Howard by Bernard M, Cook, an ad for Bjo for TAFF by Al
Lewis, a colwm Ly Ron E11il:, book and magazine revieusly Jod: Root and Bruce Pelz,
the first part of a Detention report by five LASFS members, a letter colwm and Al
- lewisls. editorial, in which he gives soze fair -and umprejudiced speculations on the

Falrcon, All cf it is good, Don?t miss SHAGGY,It!s great., I can't rate it lower than 9.

L SKYRACK MEZWSIETTER #10, Ron Bennett, 7 Southway, Arthurs Avenue s Harrogate,
Yorkshire, Bngland. AMerican agent Bob Pavlab, 6001-L3rd Avenue, IHyattsville, Mory-
land, 4 pages, mimeogrephed, monthly, 6 for 2/6 or 35¢.

SuIRACK coes for British fandom what FANAC does for Americen. It!s not as goode
not yet; anmyray-—but if youtre interestec in Briti sh fan doings it!s am indespensible
as FANAC, This issue contains the news that TAFF has enough money for this year and
w1l t1y to send soreone from Britein to the U, S, for the Pittcon, Good nerst Also
a reviev of RETRIBUTION==and I cdontt have RET yet, Recommended, Rating is 6.
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Vetrolags (contds)

SIDKE #2, George Locke, 85, Chelsea Gardens, London SW1, Zngland, 50 pages,
mimeosraphed, irregvlar, 15, 1/=-, 20,000 Gelactial crecits or ¥ pound of flesh.

George is a British neo vho cane out with the best first issue Ilve ever seen.
This second issue is no disappointment. Reprodvction is a bit better than last
issue (that is, quite easily readable,) After on interesting editorial, therels a
report on tie Syrposirm by Archie Mercer; an article on fannish pse.donyms by Harry
Warner, Jre.; a colwm by Vie Ryanjy a good Beriy story vhich, after the first issue
.and this. looks lilke a series; a good puvem by Andy Young; an interesting repria* of
an old newspaper hoax; some fairly good fanzine revieuws by Ivor ligyne; a silly ocomdc
b Roge Ruzers; a shcrteshort by Sid Birchlyy whic: I didntt enjoy; & good colum by
Vixg Clacke; a funny advice colwnm with answers supplied by tlie editor; 2 complete
and entesrtaining Detention report by our owm Belle Dietz, dirty pro; and finally a
goud tetver c;lumn with some very good editorizl touches., I onnjsy SHOIE gquite a bit,
& the next isste should be just as good despite a story of mine, Rating is 7,

TWIG #17, Guy Terwilliger, 1412 Albright Street, Boise, Idaho, 60 pages,
dittoed, irregular but fairly freqrens, 203, 5/81. o

This is quite a bargain at 204, Highlights of this issue for me are Guyfs fine
and loag Jestercon report, George Barris vonderful cover and artwork, and a piece of

erious s=I by Rod Frye widch I thinlz is the best Ilve seen in a fanzine, The theme

is one which probably would never get into a prozine, which is a pity, but it makes
me feel glad we have fanzines which 1ili publish a piece of zood straight s-f. Also
in this issue are sarious articles by Gregg Callkins and Jim Caughren, both of which
are very goodsy 2 good Berry story; a reciorre piece of fiction by John Kirdiang; an
example hy the editor of Bertrand Russellls art of conjugating irregular verbs which
isndt too good bub 1will probably bring good ones frouw: the readers; average fanzine
revievs by the editor; and a zood letter colwm. The art in TWIG is well above
average, anc the editor mows how to put color to good use, Try it, Rating is 7,

YANDRO #82, Robert and Juanita CO‘L‘.].SOTI, RR #3, WabaSh) In(u-ma: 19 PageS’
rimeod, monthly, 15¢, 12/51,50.

YAIDRO is fandomts longesteruming montlhlys; the CRY has published more issues,
tut it hasntt alirsys been nionthly. This issve isntt especially gzood, though, with
12 of 19 pages devoted to letters, They're good letters, but I 1ie more maserial,
It!s not that ¥ can't get the materi=l, though, just that 3ob has a lot of letters
he wanted to print, liateriel in this issue, affer the uswally good editorials by
Bob and Juanita, consists of a crazy poem ly Bill Pearson, an article on s-f by
Bem Gordon, and various filler items, ¥ is usnally larger, too; this issus was pro-
duced in haste, AnC although there!s less art than usvel in tlds issue, there are
still 9 illos and the cover, The next issue should be out by the tire you read this.
YANDRO is a zood, steady fanzine. Rating for this one is orly 5; itfll be better
nextc montll,

I dontt wait to forget FANAC (Ron El1lik and Terry Carr, 1909 Francisco Street,
Berkeley 9, California, [}/254, 9/50¢) but I canl't review any individual issue since
they come out tirice a month, Besides, the coitents of FANAC dontt vary too rmch from
issue to issue; it is always interesting news and imteresting chatier and all sorts
of interesting stufi, And although FANAC only rmwas 4 to 6 pages per issue, there are

« usually 211 sorts of riders vhic: boost the pazes you get for your money, Itve pere
soually tiought tiat tle "10" rating FANAC ususlly gets (from Coulson, anmyway,) is
too hizh, but itls still warth getting. The address, by the way, is Z1lilkis; Carrts
is 70 Liberty Street, San Francisco 10, Califarnia,

o In case anyboly!s interested, the reason for the lenzth of these reviews is
that I'm trying to get non-fanzine-readers to try 2 few, and I think the more info

I give, the better they'll lmow whatts in stary for tlem. The opinions are all mine,
B R
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Motrodadl

423 Summlt Avenue
Hagersiown, laryland
Dear les:

IETROFEN arrived today, and there is just time this eve ing to write a2
letter of thanks that will ke positively umnique in your exparilence: a promb
ciie Irom me, IS dsn-t likely <o occur again within the krouledge of mene [(Towr
cont.thubion o the Berry typer fund came quickly enoughl))

The peper was indeed inpressive for its opaciby aand lixu tous feel, Bub N
youive prorably fuuted up some collsctors who file their fanzlies in nurmal-—sized
envelopas o file falders, he loug as you were going to waste tire tottom part of
most of the pages, wouidnit it have been simpler to print 2]l tl.e pages letier=
size, then cut the whole wrks to normal dimensions? ((Hom~it woi'ld have bean a
vain in the neck, bab I shculd have done it amymy,)) Filing is no provlem to mew=
L Z1st tess read Yaacines into a pile in the attic vhich periodiczlly spauns new
piles by toppling cver as it grors toc high~but itts pretty hard o turn the
pagas in this format. ({The paper was obtained in that size becouse it was the
crily paper I coulcd get which I could print on both sides ¢f, It was so heavy.
thouch, that it cost me more to mail, se I'm printing this on one side of cheap
16 1b, stuff, This is 211 dene so the rag won't cost the Metrofen tco much.))

Tou couvldnit have done more propagencizing for the Willis ankhoiogy in any
conceivable way that wuld have been morz effective then tiis remint, It was new
to me, and it is as excellent an example of true fan fiction as Itve ever =nccun=~
tered, o reliance on rmndane-type fiction translated into fammish astivities,
vy nanedmpning simply to malie happy the individuals vho get mentioned, ({But it
did deprod en mandane fiction; itds a parody of a Hercule Poirot storyl))
Eveuvyulinug is done for a purpose, and the evernts could occur in no mectium other
than fandoms I worder how much influence whis particular item had on John Berryls
fanzine writing career, It rust have had something to do wth the releted type of
meterial he started to turn out shortly after its origindl puilication, ((John?))
The Dotnotes are a very good idea, and should be included¢ in all fanzine reprints
that are old enouth to comtain outdated references timt 1uld puzzle the young-
sters. ((METROFEN policy~it!s published for 2 group of youngsters.))

"leskys Mitterings" suffer from the same favlt as generally afflicts real
mutterings, They don't have the clarity and importance that dear staterents pose
sess. The colum is a fairly entertaining ollection of miscellany, mt it could
Ye so rmeh better, Scme of the vague references should be explained in more detailly
I'm sure that not many people outsice New Yor!: lmnow about this rysterious trouble
that Tanrasi had with Random House, for instance, ((Jell, enyone wao read S-F
TIMES at the tirme !mev that R, H, foreed Tawrasi. to chenge the name of Fandom
House hecanise of fnssible corpetitiond or some such nonsense,)) ind a couple of
hours in a public library would have made it possillle to give information about
the exect fentasy content of 21l those items which are nentioned as possible
fantasies, ((lct necessarily--some of them were too recent to be in the library——
out Il try to check in the future,)) I should also poiit out that the time traval
inadvertently disclosed in Plysice’ Reviaw Letters is not really new, I understand
that the latest research pu%—;amzﬁe of Christls birth at 3 B, G, ((But there
it mizit be tine itself vhich is trevelling.))

Au entertaining isswe, and I'm glad for the existence of whatever impulse
caused ne to be on the mailing list. ((I wanted a good letter of comment,))

Irsey &Ce,
Haryry Warner, Jr,

((ITin g1ad I sent you that copy of METROFEN: I like good letters. #ihy do yan
use MNeiionel Farfiasy Fan Federation emvelopes?))

ey o Iy .
2 : . w bt
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MotroMail (wontd.)
65L3Z/3 Babcock Avcnuc
North Hollywood, Galifurnia
Dcar Ics,

Bluc cn bluc? I had to rcst my cycs by rcading FANCYCLOPEDIA, vhich is ycllow
(but not yollew on yoilow,) {(Tt!s not bluc on ycllow cithere)

I found the loag size hard to handle, so I restapled it at the top. ((Iim
gr.ad therc vas roum a1 the top.))

METROFEN is a nicc magazine, dignificd but not stuffy. Is thc circalation
entircly or almost cntircly in the club, or is it like SHAGGY, vhich the club
produeecs but hars a large outside circulation? Strange to say, I have had stuff in
a lot of Tanzince, but nothing in SFAGGY yct. But Bjo has asked me for matcrial,
aud how can T ignore Bjo? ((Jmpossible, I agrec.)) I may end up giving up bhe CRY,.
“(No{ Noi Tou canttj #METRCFEN has an oubside circulation, ut ités not very largc.
I only print 50 to 75 copics, depending on how much paper is availablc. This onc
willi cirsulate about 60,))

WaltfilLlis?s story was truly funny. Any rcprints before 1957-3 will be nevw to
me, too, I was slightly startled mten I rcad in your articlc, Mboday is October

- 23;" a5 I thought it vas ncarly Christmas, Oh, wcll, diffcrent time zoncs, or some=
thing. ({Tou must use the Grogorian calendar,)) “hen I was in Gemmany during the
war we had ‘some Cerran typcwritcrs, main feature of them becing the plasing of the
"Y' and "Z" lLgprs, aui weo had some changed back to morc familiar spots for "I and
"Z,™ so it wouldn't slow dotm the typists, I must confess I did some mimeo work in
the amy, too, and vhat 2 black mess it wasl Haven!t touchcd onc of the things
sinee, Ed lesiiysé various items are interesting, especially on the scarch for sec-
tec, It would be sometihring to prove its existence anywheore in the universe, Book
and prozine ruvicus good,

Yours,

Donzld Franson

(fThe reprints arc designed for people who came into fandom after they were

printed, iilke most of the lictrofen—when there were any. Well, the pecople who were
in Hetrofen, then, #Itfs letters like this that keep me going. Thanks, Don.))

27 clonleec drive
belfast, n, ircland
Dear les,

As far as I !mow, nobody has any plans for reprinting Willis Discovers America,
and youlre welcome to do it as you wish,

Thanks for METROFEN, and the fine job you did of reprinting The Case of the
Disappcaring Fan, Ifd be intercsted to mow how it went over with the rcadership.
The rest of the magazine was a good job, just the thing for its purpose.

A11 the best,
Walt.

((I reelly shovldnlt print all this egoboo, but I can't resisty after all,
itts from #@lti I'm very flatterced, Walt, and I!11 try to give WDA the presentation
it deservep« I6 won!t be in METROFEN but as a one=shot pub. Actually, I®m printing
this to give notice that I've got WDA in my sights, #Those Metrofen who talied to
me about last isswe said they enjoyed youwr story very much, I loved it,))

F A B R R RR R AR RS ERERRREHEEREEHRHREREREEEERRRAREE RS ARHEEEEHEHEREERERERE
' Meskys Mutterings (contcs)

There were again 20 people present, The program for the Jan, meeting was sct
up, and a tentative one for the annual Merch open meeting. The latter was to center
around the end ol @ decade of s-f, It was decided to get an editor, author, revicwer
and rcader to form a panel, and the pcrsons to be wontacted vere chosen.

Before showing the films, thé direvtor amnounced that Mr, Dictz had gotten a
letter telling him to ship "The Genie" back to California air meil for a special
meeting, and taat only "Born of lan and Voman" would be showne Thcy then proeceded
to show, to Frani:is embarrassment, "The Genie." Sembodi guft. ((Franl: sent baclk
the wrong Tilm,))
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METROFEN Deccmber 1959 (dontt laugh, just throw money) Page 13
Meskys Mitterings (contd,)

After this, Chxis lMoskowitz?s Detention films were shown, and all retired to

the restavrant,

I arrived at Larry Ivie®s houst at 12:30, to find him still editing a tape to
be played at the gathering. As I was only one hour early, I decided to do some
work untii the others arrived, I borrowed Larryts anticue typer and first tried to
writc something for POLHODE and then for this coluwm, but the typer won the battle
for supremacy, At 1 Pgl, Carlton Frederick arrived, and at 1:30 three artist
friends of Larrytse I forgot their names, but he said one had same stuff pubbed in
GALAXY, Lventuelly Dan Blackburn and Pacho Alfonseca, Len Kassvan, Dorothy Dichl
and Joc Casey came,

After much amiable and not overly noisy chatter, we quieted down as Larry
played the tape and showed the movies, Both were things he!d done when he was in
high school and they werec competently done, The tape was a dramatization of one
of the s-f yarns in some EC comic; he said it was the first of many such tapes
he made, He will play others at future gatherings in the order they were made so
that they will improve as the gatherings progress.

Refreshments were served (soda, cracicers and cupcakes) and Ken Beale arrived,
For his benefit, some of the films were reshown,

On the way home, I heard the ncws that Ted White reneged with $10,00 of
FAFAfs, It scers that he was sipposed to send out a mailing, but never did, ‘hen
the new officer ((Andy Young)) did, TW was asked to return the money , Despite
several. requests since then, he still hasn't., ((I heard that Ted?s FAPA mailing
was being withheld until he paid up, Dontt lmow whether he has yet or not,))

In 211, the informsal get-together was much more enjoyahle than any Metrofen
meeting except the one attendec¢ by Le. If these gatherings survive, they should
prove guite popular, except aniong the bohemian set whose presence is not welcome
anyway. I have a ferr doubts about survival, for complete anarchy has its disad-
vantages too. For instange, since there is no longer a treasurer ((or dues,)) no
one thought of collecting money from the attendees, and Iviels out the cost of
the refreshments unless the next gathering makes good for the amount. ((So there,
Dick Ellingtoni))
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